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A Bitter Old Soldier Stumbles 
Upon God's Mercy
It took place a long time ago, in France, during the years following the French Revolution. It's about an old man who walked with a limp. He had been a respected soldier in Napoleon's army, but battle wounds had ended his promising career. He traveled from village to village, begging, which he hated to do. He arrived in a village in Western France one evening and made his way to the steps of the Church. He was willing to take coins from church-goers, but he despised them all the same for believing in a God who could have permitted the terrible crimes he had witnessed. The next morning the priest found the beggar huddled on the steps in a worn blanket and, after Mass, invited him to come to his house for breakfast. The old soldier felt repulsed, as he always did when taking charity, but hunger and the kindness on the priest's face made him accept. The stranger stayed there for several days. The priest's kindness never waned. The old soldier had never been loved so much, so selflessly. And he had never felt so miserable. Finally, the stranger asked for confession. One of his sins stood out from all the rest. The beggar had been the most trusted servant of an aristocratic family. The head of that family had unsuccessfully rebelled against the revolution. His wife and six children entrusted their lives and fortunes to the servant. But for a pouch of gold coins he betrayed his master's wife and children and watched them go one-by-one to the guillotine. Only the youngest child somehow escaped, and no one had seen him since. With tears of shame, the stranger finished his confession. The priest gave him absolution, raised him up and embraced him. As the old soldier's eyes lifted, he saw a portrait on the wall behind - the portrait of the family he had betrayed to their deaths. Shocked, he pulled back from the priest. "Who are you", he asked. "Where did you get that painting?" The priest smiled. "I am the youngest son, my friend. And I forgive you." 


Our greatest treasure as Catholics is the revelation of Christ, a revelation of God's boundless mercy, the only force strong enough to penetrate the walls








  MAY AT A GLANCE
May 1  ~ First Communion with the 10:30 AM Mass
May 3  ~ Knights of Columbus Meeting, 7:00 PM
May 3  ~ Choir Practice, 7:00 PM, Choir Loft
May 4  ~ PSR Family Night BBQ & Variety Show, 6:00 PM
May 4  ~ RCIA, 7:00 PM
May 7  ~ Church/Grounds Clean-Up Day, 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
May 8  ~ Mother’s Day
May 10 ~ Choir Practice, 7:00 PM, Choir Loft
May 11 ~ Baccalaureate, 7:00 PM @ Community Center
May 11 ~ RCIA, 7:00 PM
May 12 ~ Stewardship Council Meeting, 6:30 PM
May 15 ~ Graduates’ Mass, 10:30 AM
May 15 ~ Parish Outreach Meeting, 11:45 AM
May 17 ~ Finance/Property Meeting, 12:00 Noon 
May 17 ~ Choir Practice, 7:00 PM, Choir Loft
May 18 ~ Adoration, 5:00 to 6:00 PM 
May 19 ~ Pastoral Council Meeting, 6:30 PM
May 23 ~ Heart to Heart Ministry Meeting, 6:30 PM
May 26 ~ PSR Commission Meeting, 6:30 PM
May 30 ~ Parish Office Closed – Memorial Day Observed
May 31 ~ Choir Practice, 7:00 PM, Choir Loft






March 2016 FINANCES
   INCOME:
	Collections	14,941.85
   	Special Donations	905.00
	Endowment 	
	Interest	1.82
	Farm    	
	PSR	
	Fundraisers	
	Miscellaneous	1,783.00
	                           TOTAL	$17,631.67
	EXPENSES:
	Stewardship 	1,827.43
	Salaries	12,063.47
	Insurance	1,699.00
	Utilities	3,045.59
	Maintenance	333.97
	Improvement	
	Office	983.58
PSR	313.54
Farm	
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		TOTAL 	$22,439.77






















FINANCE/PROPERTY COMMISSION
· Met April 19th        
· Members present: Bob Haymaker, Dennis Wilson, G.L.  VonFeldt, 
      Jack Molleker, Jim Damm, Don Jensen, Leon Sanders, Kathy Couchman, 
      Pam Hutfles.  Unable to attend:  Fr. Warren & Connie Mauney.
·   Minutes of the March, 2016 meeting were approved as presented.
· The group reviewed the financial report for March reflecting  
      $17,631.67 in income and $22,439.77 in expenses for a deficit of 
      $4,808.10.  The balance sheet showed assets of $430,228.76 compared 
      to $722,534.94 at the end of March 2015.  
· Renovation of old office building is complete.
· The Helping Hands Director resigned.  Due to this, they are no longer 
      seeking financial help to cover that position at this time.  
· The church vacuum has been replaced. 
· Fr. Warren discussed the improvement of the church lights with David 
      Zecha.  David has asked a company to give their recommendation on how 
      to make the lights better and more efficient.  This will be further discussed 
      at the next meeting.
· Auction of school items is set for June 4th.  Demolition of the school 
      building should begin the middle of June.
· Landscaping around the new parish center will begin soon and will be 
      done by David Spare.
·   Next meeting:  May 17, 2016 @ 12:00 Noon.


HEART TO HEART MINISTRY
· Met April 18th              
· Members present:  Kathy Kazmaier, Ray Colglazier. Volunteers  
      attending:  Mary Klinge, Melinda Axman, and Sally Dreiling.
· Minutes from the previous meeting were approved.
· Kathy met with four youth volunteers who are eager to do a project for 
      our elderly parishioners.  They will take cookies to the home bound and 
      residents at the two nursing facilities as a May Day treat.  
· Kathy spoke with the Activities Director at Diversicare and they would 
      welcome help with Bingo (Wednesday and Saturday afternoons at 2:30 
      pm), reading to residents, or just visiting.
· Next meeting:  May 23, 2016 @ 6:30 PM


LITURGY COMMISSION
· Met April 19th          
· Members present:  Linda Befort, Lee Durler, Regis Lopata, Jo Molleker, 
      Janet Skelton, Sharon McGinness, Sr. Rebecca & Fr. Warren.  Unable 
      to attend:  Sherry Lemuz, Melinda Axman & Mary Smith.   
· Minutes of the January 19, 2016 meeting were approved.
· Discussed plans for celebrating the Feast of Sacred Heart.  It was 
      decided to have an ice cream social on Saturday, June 4 after Mass.
· Continued to plan for the 2017 Feast of Sacred Heart.  Possibly hosting 
      a workshop.  Sr. Rebecca, Jo and Sharon will continue to work towards 
      scheduling a workshop for 2017.
· Fr. Warren shared that the Stewardship Council is planning a Saturday 
      evening Mass at Camp Pawnee sometime in October.
· Commission members will meet at the church on May 18 at 1:00 pm to 
      change out the Missals.
· Next meeting:  July 19, 2016 @ 5:30 PM
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		Graduates’ Mass
        May 15, 2016


On Sunday, May 15th we invite our High School graduates of the parish to celebrate their achievements with us at our 10:30 AM Mass.  We offer congratulations to and blessings upon:  Trenton Barrett, Drew Bowman, Casey Danler, Kaitlyn Finger, Austin Kimble, Kate Schroeder and all in our parish who are graduating this spring.  We pray for success and happiness to each of you!
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     Totus Tuus Camp
June 19-24th 
at the

Sacred Heart Parish Education Center
Sacred Heart Catholic Church is excited to announce Totus Tuus is coming to our parish this summer!  Totus Tuus is a week-long summer Catholic youth program dedicated to sharing the Gospel and promoting                               the Catholic Faith through evangelization, catechesis, Christian witness, and Eucharistic worship.  Totus Tuus strives to help young people understand their faith through Catechesis which is taught in such a way that it is both instructive and FUN!!  1st-6th grade sessions runs Monday-Friday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm and the 7th-12th grade sessions runs Sunday-Thursday, 7:30 to 9:45 pm.  For an entire week of leaning and fun, you only pay $10 per child, not to exceed $20 per family.  No one will be turned away!  The fee will be waived simply by asking.  Registration forms are in the church vestibule or at the parish office.  Deadline is:  June 3rd


[image: ]PSR NEWS
                    Our PSR Family BBQ will be  
                    Wed., May 4th, in the Parish 
                    Center at 6:00.



[image: ]5/6th gr. Diocese Summer Camp is May 31st-June 3rd.  7/8th gr. camp is June 13-16th.  Registration deadline is May 13th.
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                   PSR classes & Preschool
                   Dismissal are done for the year!
                   Thank you for an unbelievable year with your children!!
God Bless!!
Brenda Johnson, DRE


Variety Show
On May 4, at the end of the year PSR BBQ, the high school youth are putting on a Sacred Heart School’s Last Hoorah Variety Show.  All PSR families, Sacred Heart parishioners and Sacred Heart Alumni are invited to attend.  The Sacred Heart Parish Education Center doors will open at 6:00 pm for dinner and the show will begin at 6:30 pm in the Sacred Heart School.  We are asking Alumni to bring pictures, newspaper clippings, yearbooks and other memories to share at table that will be set up at the dinner.  A free will donation will be collected to cover costs of the evening and to put towards future high school events including NCYC.  We offer a special thank you to the Knights of Columbus for helping with the event.
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(01)	Mary Ann Haynes	 (18) Theresa Kreutzer 
(03)	Camden Bird	 	  Jenny Ramsey
	Sue Hickel		  Kasie Rector
	Caden Kelty         	 (20) Julie Snyder 
	Trenton Wright	 (21) Julie Schartz
(04)	Stephen Schartz	 (22) Joe Garcia
(05)	Jo Molleker 		  Dallas Munden
(06)	Rita Schaller		  Justin Smith
(07)	Scott Burd	 (23) Rebecca Hulsey    
	Ann Ellis	 	  Darlene Orth 
	Faith Kelty		  Ralph Streit 
(08)	Emmet Fisher	 	  G.L. VonFeldt 
	Grace Fisher	 (24) Jeanette Johnson
	Sarah Fisher	 (25) Gary Hulsey  
	Todd Keenan	 	  Jerry Johnson 
	Paisley Steffen	 	  Bodie Millan
(11)	Kristen Snodgrass		  Caleb Sanger  
(12)	Clint Millan	 (26) Faye Hogan	
	Jordan Turner	 (28) Kylee Reece
(13)	Robert Lemuz	 	  Khloe Smith
(14)	Braden Colglazier 	 (29) Lonnie Fehrenbacher
	Jobany Ramirez           	  	  Lee Gilcris		  
	Larry Skelton	 (30) Shawn Couch
(15)	Gillian Smith       		  Mary Kerns
(16)	William Brennan	   	  Brenda Langdon	
(17)	Bailey Schartz		  Sydnee Reed
	Tyler Smith    	 (31) Brianne Smith
			  Lauryn Snodgrass
	





Remember with Prayer
[image: j0413440[1]]

      Coletta Meier		  Elora Robinson                  
      Mary Schartz	 	  Pat Thompson
      Fheno Perez		  Hazel Callahan
      Maxine Ackerman		  Mickey Perez
      Grace Perez		  Mary Ann Schartz
      Phyllis Neidig	 	  Clayton Kelty
      Kindra Perez		  Amy Herter
      Jayden Waller		  Catherine Orth
      John Harmon		  Joyce Greathouse
      Sharon Larsen		  Frank Callahan
      Betty Tauscher                	  Sr. Clara Ann Fluech
      Fr. Warren Stecklein	  Ryan Shelton
      Fr. Charles Mazouch	  Bob Brack
              		  
            All of our men and women serving in the
United States military




Knights April Events
May 1 . . . . . . . Carr Auction Consignment Sale 
May 3 . . . . . . . Knights of Columbus Meeting, 7:00 PM 
May 14 . . . . . . Graduation Reception (G)
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  May Anniversaries
     (10) Jim and Judy Damm
       Tyson and Chelsea Steffen
     (14)  Phil and Becky Martin
     (15)  Joe and Julie Schartz
     (22)  Bud and Brenda Johnson
	        Jeff and Lucy Sickles
     (23)  Charlie and Linda Befort
     (24)  Mike and Julie Martel
     (25)  Scott and Beverly Burd
	        Luis and Tiffany Loya
     (26)  Steve and Terry Martin
     (29)  Norman and Karen Kuntz
     (31)  Roger and Dee Myers
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CONGRATULATIONS!

Norman & Karen Kuntz ~ Married 45 years
Bud & Brenda Johnson ~ Married 40 years
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                  Mary Jane, the daughter of 
                   Chad & Molly Simmons
                 April 2, 2016


                   Emery Lynn, the daughter of
                     Gustavo & Kathy Flores
                   April 23, 2016



        		       
RCIA UPDATE
This year, Sacred Heart Parish is very blessed to have a number of individuals who were baptized at the Easter Vigil.  These include Tonya Sanders and her two sons Eian and Levi.  Tonya has been very faithful in attending RCIA sessions since September.  In addition to the Sanders’, two other youngsters, Jobany and Jonathan Ramirez were also baptized and received into the Church at the Easter Vigil.  In addition to these individuals, who are referred to as neophytes, we had two candidates come into full communion with the Church at the Easter Vigil.  This includes Erica Milhon, who has also been faithfully attending the RCIA sessions since September, and a young lady, Ava Mull.  In addition, John Wasinger, who was raised Catholic, was confirmed at the Easter Vigil.  Please make an effort to meet these wonderful individuals (their pictures are in the vestibule of the church), and welcome them to the Church universal, as well as specifically to Sacred Heart Parish.  One other candidate for full communion, Tyson Steffen, will be received into the Church at a later date.




CATHOLIC CHARITIES  has offices in Dodge City, Garden City and Great Bend.  Catholic Charities provides pregnancy support services at no cost for girls and women who are experiencing an unintended pregnancy.  The pregnancy support services include individual sessions as well as services for extended family members when needed.  Pregnancy support services are being provided in order for the client to be educated about her options as well as to help her connect with any resources that may be available to her and her family.  When possible, the baby’s father is also encouraged to participate in the services, which are noncoercive and nondirective.  They encourage the client to make her own decisions.  There is no charge for pregnancy support services and a representative will travel to our community.  They are available to meet with clients at the church.  (More information is provided in the literature area in the vestibule of the church.)
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On Saturday, June 4th, following the 5:00 pm Mass, you’re invited to an Ice Cream Social in honor of the Feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.  The gathering will be in the Sacred Heart Parish Education Center.  Hosted by the Liturgy Commission.
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Sending lots of love
and wishing you

a Very

Happy
Mother’s Day!
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