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The Catholic Church will be celebrating two special feast days this month.  Ascension Thursday, which closes the 40 days of Christ’s numerous appearances to the Apostles after His Resurrection on Easter Sunday and then 10 days later the Feast of Pentecost, when Christ sends the Gift of the Holy Spirit to His Apostles.

So what is special about the ASCENSION?  Christ in his human nature passes to the state of glory with his Father and the Holy Spirit.  It is plain from scripture that Jesus’ ascension was a literal, bodily return to heaven.  He rose from the ground gradually and visibly, in the presence of some of His disciples.  As the disciples strained to catch a last glimpse of Jesus, a cloud (a biblical image signifying the presence of God) hid Him from their view, and two angels appeared and promised Christ’s return “in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  Tradition designates Mount Olivet near Bethany as the place where Christ left the earth.  A distinctive feature of the feast’s liturgy is the extinguishing of the Paschal candle, first lit on Easter, after the Gospel has been read, as a symbol of Christ’s leaving the earth.

This is the culmination of the Mystery of the Incarnation, marking the completion of Jesus’ physical presence among his apostles, and it is also the pledge of the final coming and its condition.  Despite the idea of separation indicated in this act, which might be expected to set a note of sadness, the whole liturgy of Ascension tide, through the next 10 days to Pentecost, is marked by joy in the final triumph of the risen Lord.

One of the central themes of the feast is the kingship of Christ; Jesus Christ is Lord because he possesses fullness of power and glory in heaven and on earth.  The Ascension was the final redemptive act conferring participation in the divine life on all who are members of Christ.  Jesus Christ goes to the Father’s house to lead us there; without him, we could not enter.  “I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2)

The Ascension is the starting point of the 2nd coming, final judgement “The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear it will live” (John 5:25)

The Ascension is narrated in Mark 16:19, Luke 24:51, and in the first chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.  Not only is the fact of the Ascension related in the passages of Scripture cited above, but it is also elsewhere predicted and spoken of as an established fact.  Thus, in John 6:63, Christ asks the Jews: “If then you shall see the son of Man ascend up where He was before?” and 20:17, He says to Mary Magdalen: “Do not touch Me, for I am not yet ascended to My Father, but go to My brethren, and say to them: I ascend to My 






Father and to your Father, to My God and to your God.”  Again, in Ephesians 4:8-10, and in Timothy 3:16, the Ascension of Christ is spoken of as an accepted fact.

Now we come ten days later to the celebration of the FEAST OF PENTECOST.  As promised by Christ, he sends His Holy Spirit, to His disciples, while they were assembled together in prayer.  “And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and filled all the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit…” (Acts 2:4) The Holy Spirit purified their hearts from sin, and imparted to them a full knowledge of those doctrines of salvation which they were then instructed to preach.  They began to speak in other tongues, (symbolically, this miracle of tongues reinforces the multilingual, multicultural, multiracial mission of the church.)  Thus empowered for their mission and gathered together as the first Christian Church, we speak of Pentecost as the birthday of the Church.

What happened on the first Pentecost continues to happen to Christians throughout the world today.  God pours out the Spirit upon all who put their faith in Jesus Christ and become his disciples (see Romans 8:1-11).

Christians are meant to live in the presence and power of the Spirit of God.  The Holy Spirit helps us to confess Jesus as Lord (1 Cor 12:3), empowers us to serve God with supernatural power (1 Cor 12:4-11), binds us together as the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:12-13), helps us to pray (Rom 8:26), and even intercedes for us with God the Father (Rom 8:27).  The Spirit guides us (Gal 5:25), helping us to live like Jesus (Gal 5:22-23).




[image: http://www.lcdr-sd.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Confirmation-Class-2.jpg]We welcome Bishop John Brungardt to Sacred Heart Parish on Saturday, May 5th as he confers the Sacrament of Confirmation at our 5:00 pm Mass to this year’s class:   Colton
Drimmel, Reed McNett, Brock Skelton, Jace Snyder, and Joseph Theis.   A special thanks to Stacy Sanger & Kristy Mull for preparing these young adults for this Sacrament and to Brian Haberman, Mike Hensley, Don Kazmaier, David O’Gwin and Ben Ramsey their Mentors.  Our congratulations to all of the confirmandi, their sponsors and families!



Knights May Events

May 1 . . . . . Knights of Columbus Meeting, 7:00 PM
	      (Election of Officers will be held)
May 13 . . . . Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch (R)
May 19 . . . . Graduation Party (G)


MAY AT A GLANCE
May 1 ~ Choir Practice, 7:00 PM, Choir Loft
May 1 ~ Knights of Columbus Meeting, 7:00 PM
May 2 ~ PSR Classes (Gr. K-8), 6:00 to 7:30 PM
May 2 ~ First Communion Practice, 6:30 PM
May 2 ~ PSR Class (Gr. 9-12), 6:30 to 8:00 PM
May 2 ~ RCIA, 7:00 PM 
May 5 ~ Confirmation with the 5:00 PM Mass
May 6 ~ First Communion with the 10:30 AM Mass
May 8 ~ Choir Practice, 7:00 PM, Choir Loft
May 8 ~ Safety Committee Meeting, 7:00 PM
May 9 ~ PSR Classes (Gr. K-8), Mass at 6:00 PM
May 9 ~ PSR Class (Gr. 9-12), 6:30 to 8:00 PM
May 9 ~ RCIA, 7:00 PM 
May 13 ~ Mother’s Day
May 13 ~ Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch, 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, K of C Hall
May 15 ~ Finance/Property Meeting, 12:00 Noon 
May 15 ~ Choir Practice, 7:00 PM, Choir Loft
May 16 ~ Cards & Games, 9:30 to 11:30 AM
May 16 ~ Adoration, 5:00 to 6:00 PM
May 16 ~ PSR Classes (Gr. K-8), 6:00 to 7:30 PM
May 16 ~ PSR Class (Gr. 9-12), 6:30 to 8:00 PM
May 16 ~ RCIA, 7:00 PM 
May 17 ~ Pastoral Council Meeting, 6:30 PM
May 20 ~ Graduates’ Mass, 10:30 AM
May 21 ~ Heart to Heart Ministry Meeting, 6:30 PM
May 22 ~ Choir Practice, 7:00 PM, Choir Loft
May 23 ~ PSR Classes (Gr. K-12), End of the Year BBQ & Games
May 28 ~ Memorial Day – Parish Office Closed 
       




FINANCE/PROPERTY COMMISSION
· Met April 17th      
· Members present: Bob Haymaker, G.L. VonFeldt, Dennis Wilson,
     Leon Sanders, Jacques Molleker, Jim Damm, Connie Mauney,   
     Pam Hutfles & Fr. Bernard.  Guests:  Jim & Mary Mitchell, Dennis
     Theis & Butch McJunkin.  Unable to attend: Kathy Couchman.
· Minutes of the March meeting were approved as presented.
· The group reviewed the financial report for March reflecting 
      $16,594.17 in income and $24,010.05 in expenses for a loss of 
      $7,415.88.  The balance sheet showed assets of $452,438.10.
· Security Cameras in Church:  It was approved to purchase 4 cameras, a DVR and one monitor for the Church.  It was decided to wait until the Safety Committee met to decide on the placement of the DVR and monitor.
· Dave reported that the rectory garage improvements are complete.
· The two defibrillators purchased for the parish should arrive in 2 to 3 weeks.  Training will then be done.
· Jim and Mary Mitchell gave a presentation on the website “Formed”.  They were inquiring if the parish would be willing to purchase a 1 year subscription for $1,680.00 where all of our parishioners would be able to view it for free.  Following discussion, Jim was asked to take this to the next PSR Commission meeting to see if the Catechists would utilize it during PSR Classes.  A decision will be made following their input.
· Pam shared that she was approached about adding two more handicap parking spaces around the church.  Leon will check with Allen Taylor about adding two more spaces.
· Next meeting:  May 15, 2018 @ 12:00 Noon
  








ENDOWMENT BOARD
· Met April 22nd  
· Members present: Troy Langdon, Ray Moeder, Judy Damm, 
      Brian Hammeke & Fr. Bernard. Unable to attend: Cindy 
      Colglazier, Joe Simmons, Luke Steinlage. 
· Treasurer’s Report: Ray presented a statement of cash flow for 
      7/1/2017 to 3/31/2018.  Balance of the fund was $454,159.56 as 
      of 3/31/2018.
· There was continued discussion on having a raffle to raise
      money.  It was decided to table the raffle idea at this time.  The 
      Endowment Board will continue to work with the PSR 
      Commission to possibly have a soup supper in the fall with the 
      possibility of having a raffle along with it. 
· At the next meeting in July, the Board will need to decide 
      whether to continue contributing $24,000.00 yearly to PSR.
· Ray and Cindy have served three years on the board.  Ray 
      indicated that he has agreed to have his name on the ballot for 
      re-election.
· Next meeting: July 15, 2018 @ 11:45 AM




             
[image: http://www.st-charles.org/_uploaded/images/PSR%20pic.jpg]                                                             PSR NEWS
                            
	                        As we bring this school year to a
                                     close I ask that you keep the 
	                       First Communion, Confirmation and 
Graduation students in your thoughts and prayers as they all finish their preparations and begin a new part of their faith journeys.  Quite often in our busy lives we tend to forget, put them as a lesser priority or ignore these important steps in our faith journey.  Please strive to not do this in your families.


   We also have three final PSR activities that will be excellent ways for your family to close this school year.  On May 9th we have our final student Mass with the Kindergarten and First Grade Students leading our services.  We will have the joy of witnessing some of our own student’s baptisms and First Communions during this Mass.  Next on May 13th at the Knights of Columbus Hall the youth group will be putting on our second annual Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch.  Last year’s brunch was a lot of fun and proved to be a nice option for those wanting to surprise their mom with a nice meal including breakfast items, chocolate covered strawberries, and a glass of champagne and rose for mom.  Finally, on May 23rd we will have our end of the year carnival and BBQ sponsored by the Knights of Columbus and our PSR Committee.  (We ask that all children be accompanied by an adult for this event.)  Please consider joining us for our end of the year activities.  Your support is always appreciated.
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   Blessings!!

 Stacy Sanger and The PSR Commission





















[image: Related image]       May Birthdays 
(01)	Mary Ann Haynes	 (18) Theresa Kreutzer 
(03)	Caden Kelty		  Jenny Ramsey 
	Trenton Wright		  Kasie Rector
(04)	Stephen Schartz	 (20) Julie Snyder
(05)	Jo Molleker	 (21) Dominic Geniuk
(06)	Rita Schaller	 (22) Joe Garcia	  
(07)	Scott Burd 		  Justin Smith
	Ann Ellis	 (23) Rebecca Hulsey
	Faith Kelty	 	  Darlene Orth
(08)	Emmet Fisher	 	  Ralph Streit
	Grace Fisher		  G.L. VonFeldt 
	Sarah Fisher	 (24) Jeanette Johnson   
	Todd Keenan	 (25) Gary Hulsey
	Paisley Steffen		  Jerry Johnson  
(09)	Isabella Bailey	 	  Caleb Sanger
(11)	Kristen Snodgrass	 (26) Faye Hogan
(13)	Robert Lemuz	 (28) Kylee Reece
(14)	Jobany Ramirez	        Khloe Smith
	Larry Skelton	 (29) Lee Gilcris
(15)	Gillian Smith	 (30) Mary Kerns
(17)	Bailey Schartz           		  Brenda Langdon
		 (31) Lauryn Snodgrass
	  
		


[image: http://www.marystarhigh.com/ourpages/auto/2008/8/29/1220043843287/graduation_sign_clipart_1_.jpg]      
		Graduates’ Mass
        May 20, 2018


On Sunday, May 20th we recognize our High School graduates of the parish at our 10:30 AM Mass.  We offer congratulations to and blessings upon:  Regan Carlson, Alyssa Clark, Hannah Foster, Abigail Kelty, Nick Orth, Alex Sanger, Jacob Simmons, Camry Snyder and London Whittington.  We pray for success and happiness to each of you!
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                 May 6, 2018


	    On Sunday, May 6th during
                                      the 10:30 a.m. Mass, nine
	 children of the parish will be receiving their First Communion:  Sydney Bailey, Jenna Fisher, Isabella Garcia, Max Henderson, Koby Lang, Anna Simmons, Khloe Smith, Grant Watkins and Amelia Wright.  We also recognize Dylan Weiszbrod, Paisley Weiszbrod and Trinity Weiszbrod who will be receiving their First Communion during the PSR Mass on Wednesday, May 9th.  Special thanks to Krysten Watkins, Catechist and David & Rita O’Gwin and Joe & Helen Haberman, Laudators.  Many blessings to these children and their families on this special occasion.
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  May Anniversaries
     (09)  Shane and Jessie Weiszbrod
     (10)  Jim and Judy Damm
	        Tyson and Chelsea Steffen
     (14)  Phil and Becky Martin
     (22)  Bud and Brenda Johnson
     (23)  Charlie and Linda Befort
     (24)  Mike and Julie Martel
     (25)  Scott and Beverly Burd
	        Bryan and Karen Stacey
     (26)  Steve and Terry Martin
     (29)  Norman and Karen Kuntz
     (31)  Roger and Dee Myers
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CONGRATULATIONS!

Steve & Terry Martin ~ Married 45 years
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DIED IN CHRIST

Baldomera (Mary) Del Hierro ~ April 2, 2018
Lexus Lemuz ~ April 15, 2018

           



NET INCOME/EXPENSES BEGINNING JULY 1, 2017

                   MARCH                         YTD
INCOME:
 Collections                 14,443.44	148,951.34
 Special Donations	  	1,030.00	      11,635.00
 Endowment 			      18,000.00
 Interest                              12.11	            3,115.06
 Farm                           			   10,282.40
 PSR                             			     34,564.70
 Fundraisers			           	2,887.98
 Miscellaneous                       1,108.62	 22,183.12
               TOTAL       $16,594.17	  $251,619.60

EXPENSES:
 Stewardship 	         1,597.00  	    17,285.41
 Salaries	10,487.07	   103,077.80
 Insurance	1,699.00	      13,278.50
 Utilities	3,434.86		16,288.02
 Maintenance	977.60		      8,449.62
 Improvement		     3,500.00
 Office		1,027.83                                                            8,606.60
 PSR                               357.79	   23,587.24
 Farm			 2,121.15
 Miscellaneous	4,428.90	     13,523.60
              TOTAL     $24,010.05	  $209,717.94

                                                     YTD:   $41,901.66





[image: Image result for images of cards and games]     Cards and games
           Heart to Heart Ministry is once again 
          hosting a morning of cards and games on Wednesday, May 16th from 9:30 to 11:30 at the Parish Center for parishioners interested in some fun and fellowship.  Please call the parish office, 285-2035 if you plan to attend as refreshments will be provided.
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Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch
Sunday, May 13th ~ 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
at the Knight of Columbus Hall



Free Will Donation

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Menu:  Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage Links,
Hash Browns, Pancakes, Biscuits & Gravy, 
Cinnamon Rolls, & Chocolate Covered Strawberries


♥ Moms get a free glass of champagne ♥


• Silent Auction • 


                                                  Proceeds Benefit Sacred Heart Youth Group
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